A CASE OF HERMAPHRODITISM.
By John Murray, M.D., Civil Surgeon, Madura. The following curious case of hermaphroditism, so-called, which occurred lately in the District Jail at this station, may possibly be thought worthy of some notice. The individual whose peculiarities I am about to describe was sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for six months, and was mentioned as a female in the Magistrate's warrant. To avoid confusion, therefore, while I relate the history of the case, I shall take it for granted that the assumption of the Magistrate is correct.
My attention was first directed to the case last January by the Jailor, who informed me that he had some misgivings as to the real sex of a convict who was at present confined among the female prisoners.
According to his statement, this person had attempted to take improper liberties with one of the females on the previous night. On this circumstance being reported to him, he had examiaed the accused woman, and observed, much to bis surprise, that she had a penis, which he described to me as being of " a pretty good length," and altogether he seemed to think that he had a very doubtful person to deal with.
On proceeding to inspect the woman, I ws greatly struck with her thoroughly masculine appearance. She seemed about 30 years of age, and about 5 feet 4 inches in height. She had broad square shoulders, and the muscles of both chest and limbs were strongly developed. The mamma) were altogether absent, and she had a deep-toned and harsh voice.
On examining the organs of generation, a very much enlarged clitoris was observed protruding from the upper part of the labial fissure. It was more than an iuch in length, and exactly resembled a small penis. There was no orifice ia the glans. At the root of the clitoris there was a cutaneous pouch, which contained one testicle about the size of an olive.
On fully separating the labia, the meatus urinarius was observed occupying pretty much its usual situation, but there was no other opening or canal of any kind, and not a trace of a vagina. I ought also to mention that there was no hair on any part of the face.
The woman positively asserted that she menstruated every two months, and that the secretion escaped by the. urethral orifice. This statement, however, is unsupported by evidence of any kind. She stated that she had never in her life experienced sexual desire, and utterly denied ever having taken liberties with any of the female prisoners. She considered herself to be a woman, and had never doubted the fact for a moment. She appeared to possess considerable intelligence, and was rather ashamed of her physical peculiarities-5rom what I have mentioned, her claims to be considered a female may be thought somewhat questionable; but on this point I refrain from offering an opinion, merely remarking that she cannot be said, strictly speaking, to belong to either sex, as the malformations I have described must almost certainly have occurred through an arrest of development at that early period of foetal existence when the organs of generation in both sexes are the same.
2nd June, 1868.
